•M/v  Y 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


for 

EASTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Chairman  of  the  Council  Councillor  W.  P.  Farrington,  J.P. 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee Councillor  Mrs.  M.  T.  Barr. 


Clerk  of  the  Council  ... 

Q 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


Surveyor 


/Chas.  Evans,  Esq.,  M.B.E. 
I (Retired  30th  June) 

■(' 

W.  Wilmott,  Esq. 
(Commenced  1st  July) 


W.  H.  Sayers,  Esq.,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
R.  J.  Meacher,  Esq.,  A.I.A.A.,  M.R.S.I. 


I 


I 


I 


To  the  Chairman  and  K'eiribers  of  Eastrv 

Rural  District  Council 


Ifr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  I961  which  includes 
Ivir.  Sayers  report  v/hich  you  had  received  previously,  but  which 
will  remind  you  of  the  work  done  for  the  health  of  the  community 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  their  staff. 

1.  The  population  of  the  district  is  steady,  with  the  increase 
(90)  no  more  than  can  be  anticipated  from  the  increase  of 
births  over  deaths  (73)  ^^id  a little  improvement  in  longevity. 

The  Infant  mortality  rate  of  23  per  1,000  live  births  is  close 
to  the  national  level  and  lov/er  than  for  i960.  The  continued 
absence  of  deaths  from  maternal  causes  is  a reflection  of  the 
good  standard  of  home  and  hospital  maternity  care. 

2.  Amongst  the  causes  of  death  it  is  heartening  to  see  a lower 
figure  for  deaths  from  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  than  we  have 
had  for  some  years.  One  fumes  on  occasions  about  the  dangers 
from  cigarette  smoking,  which  include  not  only  lung  cancer  but 
also  chronic  bronchitis,  and  I regret  to  say  that  between  these 
two  diseases  it  seems  to  be  a case  of  swings  and  roundabouts  in 
the  matter  of  gains  or  losses  so  long  as  the  cigarette  smoking 
habit  remains  such  a rooted  habit  in  our  social  behaviour. 

3.  The  year  was  a measles  year,  a biennial  occurrence  in  the 
usual  course  of  events,  brought  about  by  the  new  population  of 
unsalted  toddlers  and  the  nev/  intake  into  the  schools  of  unsalted 
primary  pupils.  The  latter  seems  to  be  of  more  significance  than 
the  former  for  it  is  generally  from  the  primary  schools  that 
spread  occurs  to  the  homes  of  the  under  five’s | although  it  is 
probably  from  some  toddler's  home  that  the  infection  is  carried 
by  a pupil  to  the  primary  school  in  the  first  instance,  because 
the  schoolchild  is  mobile  though  ailing.  If  vaccination  against 
measles  is  ever  considered  to  be  a public  health  necessity,  its 
administration  to  the  school  entrant  v/ill  be  the  measure  v/hich 
will  serve  the  two  needs  of  creating  a protected  population  and 
avoiding  carriage  of  measles  home  to  the  younger  children  in  whom 
the  danger  of  complications  from  the  disease,  especially  if 
secondary  streptococcal  infection  is  added,  are  much  greater. 
Either  the  experience  of  the  disease  or  protection  by  some  form 
of  vaccination  against  it  is  a benefit  in  the  5 to  15  years, 
because  it  can  be  such  a severe  experience  to  have  measles  in 
adult  life.  The  same  viev/  is  held  about  german  measles  and 
chicken  pox.  Deliberate  exposure  of  school  children  to  infection 
certainly  occurs  but  one  must  stress  that  the  exposure  of 
toddlers  and  infants  to  measles  and  chicken  pox  is  an 
inexcusable  practice  fraught  with  dangers  to  the  child. 
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One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a woman  in  her 
twenties  and  another  was  suspected  hut  was  unconfirmed  and 
considered  after  full  investigation  in  hospital  not  to  have  been 
poliomyelitis.  These  cases  were  in  the  same  village  but 
seven  months  apart.  This  village  has  been  mentioned  in  previous 
reports  as  the  location  of  isolated  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  it 
is  clearly  an  area  where  the  population  should  avail  themselves 
of  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  and  see  to  it  that  all  children  are 
protected . 

5.  A residential  school  experienced  an  outbreak  of  a mild 
undiagnosed  illness  causing  mild  fever,  headache  and  persistent 
dizziness  on  getting  out  of  bed  that  lasted  or  recurred  for 
periods  varying  up  to  10  days.  The  fever  v/as  of  very  short 
duration.  Investigations  including  examinations  for  the 
presence  of  virus  disclosed  no  cause.  Sixty  per  cent  of  the 
pupils  v/ere  involved,  but  no  adults,  and  the  outbreak  lasted 
twenty  days.  These  outbreaks  of  illness  on  the  fringe  of 
diagnosable  disease  are  of  special  interest  because  virology  is 
disclosing  new  pathogenic  attacks  on  man,  or  differentiating  them 
more  clearly.  It  is  the  observation  and  recognition  of  such  out- 
breaks by  the  general  practitioner  that  can  help  research  and 
progress  in  this  direction,  and  in  the  family  doctor  concerned  in 
this  outbreak  we  have  one  who  has  shown  keen  perception  in  the 
field,  needless  to  say  to  the  joy  of  the  public  health  side  of 
the  profession. 

6.  Tuberculosis  is  a disease  in  which  the  Council  has  always 
shov/n  its  interest,  from*  the  mining  industry  because  of  its 
unhappy  partnership  v/ith  pneumoconiosis,  and  from  farmers 
because  of  the  progress  made  in  v/iping  out  the  disease  in  the 
dairy  industry,  and  one  recalls  the  late  Father  Keniry’s 
vigilance  as  a happy  memory  of  him.  Twelve  new  cases  of 
pulmionary  tuberculosis  and  five  of  the  disease  in  other  organs 
were  notified  in  the  year, 

7.  The  kobile  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  district 
during  the  year  and  X-rayed  2,645  persons  of  whom*  26%  had  not 
been  previously  examined.  Out  of  this  total  three  cases  of 
active  tuberculosis  were  identified  and  twelve  inactive  cases. 

The  rate  of  under  1.2  per  1,000  is  a welcome  decline,  but 
these  twelve  new  cases  of  lung  disease  notified  in  the  year 
leaves  no  room  for  relaxation  of  such  investigations.  V/hile 
new  cases  occur  there  are  unrecognized  infectious  persons 
about.  Two  deaths  from  unrecognized  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  reported  during  the  year,  and  if  only  we  could  get  all 
men  over  40  to  have  a chest  X-ray,  some  of  these  unknov/n 

inf ec tors  would  be  found.  A man  is  never  too  old  to  be  careful 
for  the  sake  of  his  neighbours  and  friends. 
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8.  There  v/as  an  unusual  invasion  of  the  in-shore  waters  in  July 
by  an  armada  of  Portugese  Men  o'  War.  With  summer  warmth  and  a 
v/esterly  breeze  they  sailed  blithely  into  Sandv/ich  Bay  and  those 
not  smart  in  keeping  clear  were  smarting  somewhere  else.  The 
reaction  to  the  sting  of  this  .jelly  fish  can  be  quite  severe  in 
some  people  and  v;hen  the  invasion  v/as  recognized,  help  was 
sought  from  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade  who  established  a 
First  Aid  post  on  the  beach  manned  by  volunteers  from  Deal  and 
the  District. 

9.  The  Co’mcil  has  on  a number  of  occasions  expressed  its 
disgust  at  the  littering  of  the  countryside , Tactically  placed 
posters  around  the  countryside  to  warn  or  remind  people,  tend 
themselves  to  become  part  of  the  litter  picture,  and  the  need 
is  more  to  be  inv;ard  looking  than  outv/ard  looking  in  this 
matter.  It  is  not  always  tovmsfolk  in  the  country  who  offend, 
and  street  sweeping  in  the  villages  and  a "Village  Tidy  Week" 
in  the  height  of  summer  organised  by  the  Parish  Councils  vpuld 
be  a good  community  effort  to  be  tried. 

10.  The  Ash  district  was  again  troubled  by  composting  of 
slaughterhouse  v;aste  and  the  sm.ell  arising  when  inadequately 
covered.  i/Vhile  this  sporadic  nuisance  annoys,  the  Council 
received  assurances  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officers  that 
this  method  of  disposal  gave  rise  to  no  abnormal  risk  to  animal 
health  in  the  district  and  was  not  subject  to  action  under  animal 
health  legislation. 

11.  The  only  Knackers'  Yard  in  the  district  v;as  found  not  to  be 
complying  with  legal  requirements  and  the  licence  v/as  withheld 
for  some  months  until  matters  v/ere  in  order. 

12.  The  Caravan  sites  in  the  district  were  reviev/ed  and  a 
rasonable  application  of  the  standard  conditions  v/as  imposed  by 
the  Council.  There  are  eight  caravan  sites  v/hich  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  licensed  for  a total  of  5^0  holiday  and  53  residen- 
tial caravans.  As  the  conditions  attached  to  the  licenses 
required  site  and  structural  works,  the  Council  considered  it 
fair  to  allov/  a year  for  the  sites  to  comply  fully,  ending  on 
1st  March,  19^2,  so  that  they  v/ould  all  comply  for  the  19d2 
summer  season. 

13.  An  important  decision  on  a planning  application  for 
Agricultural  Workers  cottages  shov/ed  that  Kent  County  Council 
seeks  to  influence  the  development  of  the  social  circumstances 
of  agricultural  v/orkers  by  concentrating  their  dwellings  in 
village  communities,  by  recognizing  no  need  for  an  agricultural 
v/orker  to  live  on  the  farm,  to  the  extent  of  discouraging 
proximity  of  home  and  v/ork.  This  is  a decision  of  vocational 
as  well  as  social  importance,  if  some  villages  only  are  allov/ed 


- 3 - 


to  enlarge 5 for  the  childhood  experience  which  life  on  the  farm 
gives  V'/ith  its  instinctive  understanding  of  the  soil  and  a love  of 
the  land  v;ill  he  lost  to  the  youngsters  if  Dad’s  work-  is  three  or 
four  miles  away  and  he  is  a bicycle  or  car  commuter  from  davm  to 
dusk. 

14 o Sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal  is  v/ell  developed  in  much  of 

the  District  and  along  v;ith  cesspool  emptying  represents  .just 
under  half  the  gross  expenditure  of  the  Council,  in  the  proportion 
of  three  parts  sev/erage  and  one  part  cesspool  emptying.  The 
works  at  Wingham  (Damhridge)  have  become  the  focal  point  of 
treatment  for  sev/age  from  a v/ide  catchment  area  from  Aylesham 
round  to  Ash,  with  Adisham  now  coming  into  the  scheme.  The 
V'/orks  await  extension. 

Minster  v/orks  receives  to  capacity  and  also  awaits  develop- 
ment to  receive  Monkton  and  possibly  beyond. 

Eastry  nov;  has  its  sev/erage  and  treatment  plant,  and 
Elvington  has  a small  unsatisfactory  system. 

V/orth,  V/oodnesbor ough  and  Sandwich  Bay  are  linked  to 
Sandwich  Borough’s  system  and  Sholden  v/ill  shortly  be  sev/ered  to 
Beal  Borough’s  system. 

There  are  other  villages  which  one  would  like  to  see  sev/ered, 
and  any  modern  development  v/hich  will  reduce  the  cost  of  a long 
pumping  main  v/ill  allow  such  villages  to  be  brought  into  existing 
treatment  schemes,  v'/e  shall  hope  for  such  a development. 

15.  The  year  I961  saw  the  retiral  of  Mr.  Charles  Evans,  M.B.E., 

as  Clerk  of  the  Council  who  fostered  many  public  health  develop- 
ments in  the  District  and  for  whose  forthright  help  and  guidance  j 
I wish  to  record  my  thanks.  This  goes  for  his  successor  too,  and 
for  the  other  Chief  Officers,  to  v;hom  I am  most  grateful  for 
co-operation  and  help. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MiALCOLNl  S.  HARVEY 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS, 


22,280  persons, 
54,276  acres. 


Population  Mid  I961 

Area  of  District 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births s 366  (Male;  206)  (Females  18O) 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1.000  population  a 17 (England  & Wales  17.4) 
Correction  factor  1,1c  « 20,4  per  1,000  corrected  Tbirth  rate. 

Stillbirths s 4 (Males  1)  (Females  3) 

(all  legitimate) 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  = 10  (England  d:  Wales  I8.7) 

stillbirths s 

Total  live  and  stillbirths s 390, 

Infant  Deaths  s 9 (Males  3)  (Female  6) 

(one  illegitimate) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  > 23  (England  & Wales  21,4) 

live  births  (total) s 

Infant  J>brtality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  s 

Legitimates  22-8  .in  362 
Illegitimates  -42  s 1 in  24 

Neonatal  Mortality s 6 = 16  per  1,000  live  births, 

I (first  4 weeks ) 

Illegitimate  live  -births  per  cent  of' total  live  births s 6% 

(24  out  of  386) 


< Maternal  Deaths s Nil, 

Deaths  all  ages s 313  (Males  139)  (Females  174) 

Death  rate  = 14,  per  1,000  persons,  (England  & Wales  12.) 

Correction  factor  O.8O  gives  11,2  per  1,000  population) 

1 Perinatal  Mortality  Rates  2 5» 

I (Deaths  under  1 week  and  stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 
i Deaths  under  1 v/eeks  6,  (Total  of  neonatal  deaths) 
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Causes  of  Death 


1961  12^ 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

1 

” (Other) 

— 

1 

All  other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases. 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasms.  Stomach. 

5 

7 

" ” Lungs  & Bronchus, 

3 

10 

" " Breast. 

7 

3 

" ” Uterus, 

.4 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms, 

23 

31 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia. 

3 

- 

(45) 

(51) 

Diabetes , 

3 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

37 

47 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina. 

41 

40 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

7 

5 

Other  Heart  Diseases. 

64 

58 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

16 

20 

(168) 

(174-) 

Influenza. 

Pneum.onia. 

21 

14 

Bronchitis . 

19 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System, 

3 

4 

(43) 

(31) 

Ulcers  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

3 

5 

Nephritis  and  Neplirosis. 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate. 

1 

2 

Pregnancy.  Childbirth.  Abortion. 

- 

- 

Congenital  ilalformat ion , 

1 

7 

Other  defined  and  111  defined  Diseases. 

34 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents, 

4 

2 

All  other  accidents. 

7 

2 

Suic ide . 

1 

3 

Hom.icide . 

Total  Males 

139 

170 

Total  Females 

174 

148 

311  318 
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Infant Deaths 


Cause  of  Death. 

under  1 week 

- 1 month 

- 1 year 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 J 

M P 

i:  F 

M F 

i0ss  Prematurity. 

1 1 

- 

- 

1 1 

1 

.ngenital  Defects. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

■lematurity  with  or 
ithout  Atelectasis. 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 3 

[fection . 

eui.:onia . 

vute  Laryngo  Tracheitis, 
iute  Encephalitis. 

- 

- 

1 H !-■ 

!->  1 1 

) I 

)2  1 1 
) 

:tal: 

1 5 

- 

2 1 

3 6 
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Tuberculosis  Detail. 


Age  distribution  of  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis 


Under  15 

15  - 25 
25  - 45 

Over  45 


Male  - Female 

M _ It 


II  2 " 

:i  ^ n 


1 

2 

3 

4 


Totals ; 

11 

7 

It 

10 

Total ; 

17 

Respiratory ; 

II 

6 

ti 

6 

Total ; 

12 

Other  Forms  s 

It 

1 

!l 

4 

Total; 

5 

Ihimber  on  T.B.  Ree’ister 

at  ^1/12/61. 

Respiratory  s 

ti 

126 

ti 

89 

Other  Forms ; 

ir 

31 

II 

40 

Figures  for 

iq6o. 

Respiratory; 

ti 

128 

it 

Other  Forms; 

II 

31 

It 

36 

Immunization  and 

Vaccination 

• 

Total  Persons 
0-15 


Including  Persons 
born  in  i960  or 




Diphtheria;  Primary  immunization; 
Reinforcing; 


393 

212 


265 

3 


I Smallpox;  Primary  Vaccination;  192  183 


Revaccination; 

1 

- 

'Whooping  Cough  Inoculations; 

333 

264 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

Adults ; 

Children 

0-15 

Inc lud ing 
Under  5 vrs. 

jReceived  2nd  injection 
! during  1961 

576 

336 

370 

iReceived  3rd  injection 
during  1961 

438 

245 

220 

Received  4th  injection 
during  I961 

Children 

under  12 

- 1408 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act. 


PART  I OF  TfiE  ACT 


1 - 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  previsions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Pr  emis  es 


(1) 


(i) 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  & 

6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities . 


(ii ) 


Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
v;hich  Section  7 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 


in 

is 


in 

is 


(iii)  Other  Premises 
which  Section  7 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 


TOTALS 


Number 

on 

Register 


(2) 


6l 


Number  of 


Inspections 

(3) 


29 


V/ritten 

Notices 


(4) 


Occupier.'! 

Prosecuted 


(5) 


66 


I 

-b- 


31 


tiij 
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- Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Found 

(2) 


Remedied 


(3) 


_To  H.Ko 
injector 

(4) 


By  H.Ivi, 
Inspector 

(5) 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were  insti- 
tuted o 

(6) 


ant  of  cleanlinesses .1) 

vercrov/ding  (s.2) 

nr eas enable  temperature 

(s  .3) 

nadequate  ventilation 

(s  .4) 

neffective  drainage  of 
floors  (s.6) 

anitary  Conveniences 

a)  Insufficient  (s.7) 

b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

Ic)  Not  separate  for 
I sexes. 

ither  offences  against 
Ihe  Act  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to 
:|itv/ork) 


1 


3TaL3 ; 
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PART  VIII  GF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


— 

— 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  v'/orko 

1 

(1) 

NOo  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110  (l)(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases 
of  de- 
fault 
in  send- 
ing 

lists  to 
the 

Counc il 

(3) 

No,  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No . of 
instan- 
ces of 
v/ork  in 
unv/hole- 
some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Pro- 

secu- 

tion; 

(7) 

Vvearing  ) Making 
apparel  ) etc.., 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing o 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ' 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  recep- 
tacles or  parts 
thereof  made  wholly 
or  partially  of 
paper « 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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To  the  Chairman  and  luemhers  of 
The  Eastry  Rural  District  Council. 


Jj.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  upon 
various  aspects  of  environmental  hygiene  with  which  your 
Public  Health  inspectors  have  been  associated  during  the  year 

1961. 

The  basic  aim  of  our  work  is  to  help  create  and 
maintain  a healthy  environment  and,  while  it  is  invariably 
possible  to  record  a year  of  progress,  there  is  no  room  for  com- 
placency, since  advances  made  over  the  years  can  only  be 
maintained  by  constant  vigilance,  and  progress  achieved  in 
certain  directions  so  often  produces  fresh  problems  in  others. 
Routine  work  is  rarely  spectacular  and  only  makes  headlines  in 
default,  yet  it  is  essential  to  public  health  and  I feel  the 
Council  should  be  aware  that  the  cumulative  effect  of  duties 
that  have  arisen  in  recent  years,  is  m.aking  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  maintain  present  standards. 


HQUSIITG. 


The  activities  of  Public  Health  Officers  in  connection 
with  older  houses  may  be  broadly  divided  into  two  categories  - 
(a)  those  v;hich  achieve  repair  and  modernisation  and  (b)  those 
in  which  actions  ultimately  result  in  demolition  or  closure. 

In  the  first  category,  the  number  of  dv/el lings  which,  v/ith  the 
aid  and  encouragement  of  grants,  have  been  preserved  for  years 
of  useful  life  continues  at  a satisfactory  level,  v/hile  in  the 
second,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  tables,  eleven 
Demolition  and  two  Closing  Orders  v/ere  made  during  the  year. 
Since  such  Orders  are  not  lightly  made  and  only  when  after 
careful  consideration  the  Council  are  satisfied  that  the 
dwellings  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  it  is  less  satisfac- 
tory to  record  that  at  the  end  of  19^1,  tv/enty-six  families  were 
still  living  in  condemned  houses.  V'/hile  it  is  true  that  of 
these  families,  thirteen  only  have  applied  to  the  Council  for 
re-housing,  one  v/onders  how  many  of  the  remainder  would  prefer 
to  move  if  reasonable  alternative  accommodation  could  be 
offered  to  them. 
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DRAmGE. 


The  completion  of  sewerage  schemes  now  in  progress  at 
Nev/  Street,  Ash,  Sholden,  Wo cdnes borough  and  Worth,  will  make 
possible  a reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools  and  pail  closets 
in  those  areas  and  afford  some  relief  to  the  Council's  emptying 
service  which  has  been  under  considerable  pressure  during  the 
past  year.  ^ assessing  the  relief  given  by  sewerage  schsnes, 
however,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  ever-grov/ing 
demands  arising  from  improvements  and  nev/  building  in  unsev/ered 
areas.  For  example  - since  the  sewering  of  Eastry  and  V/ingham, 
some  four  hundred  new  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  have  been 
constructed  in  the  district. 

A ^situation  where  for  a number  of  days,  cesspools  may 
be  overflowing  or  so  full  as  to  prevent  the  use  of  sanitary 
appliances,  is  a matter  of  serious  Public  Health  concern  and 
many  bitter  complaints  have  been  received,  particularly  from 
newcomers  from  urban  areas  who  have  still  perhaps  to  learn 
to  "live  with"  a cesspool. 

MILK  & DAIRIES. 


As  a result  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  i960,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1961, 
all  dealer’s  licences  are  nov/  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

The  District  Council’s  responsibilities  under  the  Milk  & 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959?  are  not  affected  and  as 
a Public  Health  Authority  v/e  are  still  concerned  at  the 
condition  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  and  may  continue  to 
take  samples.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  sampling  is 
nov/  undertaken  by  county  officers  and,  provided  this  gives 
adequate  coverage  of  all  milk  retailed  in  the  district, 
sampling  by  this  Council  also  would  be  an  unnecessary  duplica- 
tion of  effort.  Co-operation  betv/een  the  tv/o  authorities  in 
safeguarding  milk  sold  to  inhabitants  of  the  rural  district 
is  still  necessary  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  expect  that  we 
should  be  kept  informed  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  in  this 
district. 

MEAT  INSPECT lOH . 


The  Council's  report  on  slaughtering  facilities  v/as 
accepted  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  in 
November,  i960,  and  1st  July,  1961  v/as  appointed  as  the  day  from 
which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  required  to  comply 
with  the  construction  regulations.  As  a result  of  the  Order 
made  by  the  Minister,  there  is  nov;  only  one  slaughterhouse 
licensed  in  the  district.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
is  small  and  100%  meat  inspection  is  carried  out. 
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hqdmt  control. 


In  times  of  shortage,  the  economic  damage  attributed 
to  rats  and  mice  was  sufficient  to  keep  this  subject  to  the 
forefront,  but  nowadays  there  is  some  risk  of  rodent  control 
becoming  a forgotten  service.  Yet  even  if  the  material 
damage  due  to  rodents  is  overlooked,  the  Public  Health 
significance  of  the  rat  in  relation  to  the  conveyance  of 
Leptospirosis  (Weil’s  Disease)  should  not  be  forgotten. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  is  not  dramatic  nor  is  it 
necessarily  v/idespread,  but  cases  and  fatalities  associated 
with  v/orkers  on  the  land  do  occur  from  time  to  time  and  for 
this  reason  alone  it  is  essential  that  there  is  no  relaxation 
in  rodent  control. 


I should  once  again  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  support  and  encouragement  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  during  the  year  and  the  continued 
help  and  co-operation  from  all  members  of  the  staff. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


W,  H.  SAYER.S 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SPECTORS*  DEPARTMT 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


W.  H.  SAYERS. 


Cert.  S.I.B. 

Cert,  lieat  & Food  Inspection. 
Cert.  Smoke  Inspector. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 


A.  H.  LAV^EFCE.  Cert.  S.I.B. 

Cert.  Meat  & Food  Inspection. 


Clerk. 


MRS.  E.  V/ITCOMiBE, 


Rodent  Operative. 

P.  U.  LA'^/RENCE. 
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SECTION  A. 


HOUSING 

I ( 1 ) Formal  Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act*  19^7. 
No,  of  houses  reported  under  Section  l6  ... 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  9 • • • 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  

No.  of  houses  demolished  

No.  of  formal  Undertakings  cancelled  ... 


12 

1 

11 

2 

14 

2 


(2)  No.  of  houses  made  fit  as  the  result  of 
Informal  action  


70 


( 3 )  Improvement  Grants. 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 


Total  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Grants 
have  been  approved  since  July,  1954  ... 

Total  expenditure  involved  

Total  of  Grants  approved  ...  ...  ... 

Grants  approved  during  the  year  I96IS- 

(1)  No.  of  dv/ellings  in  respect  of  which 
Grants  were  approved  ... 

Owner/occupied  

Agricultural  dwellings 


...  532 
£366,128 
£138,361 

0 6.  63 

22 

• 0 « 42 


(2)  Total  cost  of  schemes  approved  £63,451 

(Average  £1007  per  dwelling) 

(3)  Amount  ascribed  to  improvements?  £45,694 

(4)  Amount  ascribed  to  repairs?  £17,757 

(Average  £28l  per  dwelling) 

(5)  Total  of  Grants  approved?  £19? 484 

(Average  £309  per  dwelling) 

(6)  The  maximum  grant  of  £400  was  approved  in  15  cases. 
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(b)  Standard  Grants. 


(1)  No.  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants 
approved  


o • • • • 


(^)  Standard  amenities  to  be  provided? 


6a tbs  •»  •••  ••• 

VJash-band  basins  ... 

Hot  water  supplies 
V/ater  closets  ... 

Food  storage  ... 


• • • • • 


• • # • • • 


• • • • • 


• ••  •••  ••• 


(4)  Rent  Act.  195Z._ 


Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  No.  of  Certificates  (issued  in  previous 

years)  cancelled  ...  ...  ... 


(5)  Overcrowding. 


(a)  (i)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrov/ded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  

(ii)  No.  of  families  dv/elling  therein 

(iii)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


(b) 


No.  of  nev;  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year  . . 


(c) 


(i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding 

relieved  during  the  year  ... 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cas 


SECTION  B. 


SANITARY  CIRCUlvISTANCES 


( 1 ) Water  SutddIv. 

There  are  75286  dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  of 
v/hich  23  are  without  a piped  supply  and  36  draw  a main  supply 
from  standpipes. 

Routine  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination 
has  been  carried  out  with  the  following  results 


(a)  Mains  supplies? 

(b)  Private  wells: 


10  samples  taken 
13  samples  taken 


All  satisfactory. 
5 sources  - unfit 


(2)  Drainage . 


The  following  is  a summary  of  v/ork  carried  out  during 


the  year:- 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  drainage  work 
No.  of  water  tests  .. 

No.  of  mirror  tests  ... 

No . of  smoke  tests  ..  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Existing  houses  provided  v;ith  drainage  systems 
Existing  houses,  drainage  altered  or  repaired 

Existing  houses,  connected  to  sewers  

Cesspools  constructed  

Septic  tanks  constructed  

Pail  closets  converted  to  v;ater  closets  ... 


944 

270 

209 

14 
41 

63 

15 

84 

20 

50 
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(3)  Pail  Closets 


The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of 
Pail  Closets  existing  in  the  various  parishes*- 


Par  ish  • 

No.  of  Dwelling 
Houses. 

Approximate  No.  of  Dwelling 
Houses  with  Pail  Closets. 

ACOL. 

70 

1 

ASH 

834 

107 

AYLESHAM 

1128 

- 

EASTRY 

583 

24 

EY THORNE 

589 

16 

GOODNESTONE 

137 

52 

MINSTER 

785 

9 

MONKTON 

143 

14 

NONINGTON 

224 

50 

NORTHBOURNE 

269 

49  * 

PRESTON 

212 

43 

RIPPLE 

114 

26 

SARRE 

43 

10 

SHOLDEN 

199 

53  ’ 

STAPLE 

142 

65 

STOlMiiOUTH 

89 

22 

ST.  NICHOLAS. 

234 

20 

SUTTON 

246 

30 

TILiaNSTONE 

108 

28 

V/INGHAM 

523 

57 

WOODNESBOROUGH 

342 

115 

V/ORTH 

272 

23 

TOTAL 

7286 

814 
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(4) 


Local 

Authority 

Prooertv 

Dv/elling 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agri- 
cultural 
Pr oner tv 

TOTAL 

. of  properties  visited 

9 

110 

96 

341 

556 

. found  to  be  infested. 

9 

82 

77 

182 

350 

, of  properties  treated. 

9 

29 

ITN 

107 

199 

. of  visits  in  connection 
ith  treatments. 

48 

ll6 

216 

?35 

915 

SECTION  C. 


INSPECTION  At^rD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(1)  ?/Iilk  SutdpIv. 

There  are  thirty-eight  milk  distributors  registered  in 
the  district  and  all  milk  sold  by  retail  for  human  consumption 
is  specially  designated,  i.e.  Pasteurised,  Sterilised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested. 


(2)  Ice-Cr  earn. 

There  are  ninety-one  premises  in  the  district 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  in  all  of  these  the 
ice-cream  is  pre-wrapped. 


Results  of  SaiTiDlinp-; 


Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III. 

7 5- 


Number  taken: 

12 
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Grade  IV 


(3)  InsDQGtion; -of  -Meat  & Food, 


Garcases-and" offal  inspected  at  Slaughterhouses  and  condemned.,  in  , 

whole  or  in  part  j. 


\ 

: 

Cattle  1 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Figs 

i 

Number  killed  (if  knovm) 

15 

- 

- 

342 

339 

■Number  inspected.' 

15 

- 

- 

342 

339 

All  diseases  except 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

Tuberculosis  & 

Gvsticerci, 

Vihole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci . 

4 

- 

- 

5 

26 

26.66% 

- 

1.46% 

7.66% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Vhole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

14 

- 

. 

i 

- 

- 

4.13% 

Cystioercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned. 

Cases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment -by  refrigeration. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned . 

- 

\ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 
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Total  weight  of  carcases,  parts  of  carcases  and 

offal  rG.iccted  for  all  diseases. 


Cwts  . 

Qtrs . 

lbs . 

^X'CSlSGS  •o*  «o»  •ott  •e* 

- 

- 

- 

arts  of  Carcases  ...  ... 

1 

3 

25 

•••  •««  aa* 

1 

- 

4 

OTAIj  •«.  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 u. 

1 

! 

1 

- 

1 

1 

In  addition  to  meat  surrendered  at  slaughterhouses,  the 
llov/ing  food  v^as  inspected  at  the  request  of  traders  and  surrendered 
being  unfit  for  human  consumptions- 


nned  Food. 

Meat 

a 0 a a a • 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

12 

tins 

Fruit 

a a 0 a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a o a 

7 

It 

Milk 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

14 

11 

Fish 

a a a a a a 

a 0 a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

2 

It 

/her  Foods. 

Meat 

a a a a a a 

a a o 

a 0 a 

a a a 

a a a 

557. 

lbs . 

Bacon 

a a a a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

11; 

n 

Chicken  (carcases) 

a 0 a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

33 

It 

Butter 

Beans  . . , 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

a a a 

2 

It 

Rice  (packeted 

a a a 

a a a 

a a 0 

a a a 

21 

It 

Flour 

(packeted) 

a 0 a 

a 0 0 

a a a 

a a a 

24 

It 

INSPECTIONS 


A total  of  visits  were  mady  "by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  and  the  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  pro- 
portion of  time  devoted  to  various  duties 


In  connection  v/ith  the  ilousing  Acts 
In  connection  with  Rents  Acts  ... 

In  connection  with  Public  Health  Acts 

Water  Supply  

Praxnage  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Slaughterhouses  

Butcher's  Shops  

Other  Food  Shops  ...  

Restaurants  

Bahehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-cream  premises 

Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Street  Traders  

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Hop  Pickers'  Camps  

Infectious  Disease  

iohops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Caravan  Sites  

Knackers'  Yard  

Public  Houses  


1196 

2 

493 

14 

944 

143 


169 

70 

18 

18 

31 

10 

21 

11 

78 

18 

22, 


CO^RL^aNTS 


One  hundred  and  eight  complaints  were  made  to  the  Department 
during  the  year  on  the  follov/ing  subjects s- 


Housing  defects 

Drainage  

Accumulations  of  refuse 

Vermin  

Fly  & Wasp  Infestations 
Uhs ound  Food  . . ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 


2^ 

30 

12 

14 

14 
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